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Fisheries management explained
By James Mason
Monday night’s presentation in
the Strait Science series from Alaska
Sea Grant and the UAF Northwest
Campus came from Franz Mueter, a
fish biologist and associate professor
with the College of Fisheries and
Ocean Sciences. He has recently
been working in the Beaufort and
Chukchi Seas because there is so little ice there. “We don’t really know
much about the life history of some
of those species up there. It hasn’t
been possible to study them,” he
said. Commercial fish species he’s

been studying have been moving up
into the Arctic.
The federal government manages
offshore waters outside of the threemile limit. Eight regional councils
around the USA manage the fish in
their own region. The North Pacific
Fishery Management Council is responsible in Northern Alaska, out to
the 200-mile zone. The state fisheries
are divided into three regions: the
Arctic (north of the Bering Strait),
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
—which is by far the largest region— and the Gulf of Alaska. The

three regions are managed separately.
“They developed these fisheries
management plans right after the
Magnuson-Stevens Act was passed
in 1976,” said Mueter. “These fishery management plans have to lay
out a number of things to manage the
fishery. They have to define ‘maximum sustainable yield.’ That is how
much you can take out of it on a continuing basis without driving the
stock down. You also have to define
continued on page 6
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creasing temperatures and ocean
acidification. Continued warming
will accelerate related ecosystem alterations in ways that are difficult to
predict, making adaptation more
challenging.
Terrestrial Processes
Alaska residents, communities,
and their infrastructure continue to
be affected by permafrost thaw,
coastal and river erosion, increasing
wildfire and glacier melt. These
changes are expected to continue
into the future with increasing temperatures, which would directly impact how and where many Alaskans
will live.
Human Health
A warming climate brings a wide
range of human health threats to
Alaskans, including increased injuries, smoke inhalation, damage to
vital water and sanitation systems,
decreased food and water security
and new infectious diseases. The
threats are greatest for rural residents, especially those who face increased risk of storm damage and
flooding, loss of vital food sources,
disrupted traditional practices, or relocation. Implementing adaptation
strategies would reduce the physical,
social, and psychological harm
likely to occur under a warming climate.
Indigenous Peoples
The subsistence activities, culture,
health, and infrastructure of Alaska’s
indigenous peoples and communities
are subject to a variety of impacts,
many of which are expected to in-

crease in the future. Flexible, community-driven adaptation strategies
would lessen these impacts by ensuring that climate risks are considered in the full context of the
existing sociocultural systems.
Economic Costs
Climate warming is causing damage to infrastructure that will be
costly to repair or replace, especially
in remote Alaska. It is also reducing
heating costs throughout the state.
These effects are very likely to grow
with continued warming. Timely repair and maintenance of infrastructure can reduce the damages and
avoid some of these added costs.
According to the report, costs
from infrastructure damage from climate warming are projected to be
large, potentially ranging from $110
million to $270 million per year, assuming timely repair and maintenance.
Adaptation
Proactive adaptation in Alaska
would reduce both short- and longterm costs associated with climate
change, generate social and economic opportunity and improve
livelihood security. Direct engagement and partnership with communities is a vital element of adaptation
in Alaska.
A map included in the report
shows that most villages along the
western and northern coasts of
Alaska from Unalaska to Nuiqsut are
participating in webinars and workshops as well as climate change impact assessments, ready to take the
next step to completing adaptation
plans. It appears that Norton Bay,
Shaktoolik and Stuart Island have

adaptation plans completed.
Currently in the U.S., climate
change outpaces adaptation planning, according to the report.
“Successful adaptation has been
hindered by the assumption that climate conditions are and will be similar to those in the past.
Incorporating information on current
and future climate conditions into
design guidelines, standards, policies, and practices would reduce risk
and adverse impacts,” the report
reads.
However, another key message on
adaptation is that benefits of proactive adaptation planning exceed
costs.
“Proactive adaptation initiatives—including changes to policies,
business operations, capital investments, and other steps—yield benefits in excess of their costs in the near
term, as well as over the long term.
Evaluating adaptation strategies involves consideration of equity, justice,
cultural
heritage,
the
environment, health, and national security,” the report says.
The full report and informational
graphics may be downloaded at:
nca2018.globalchange.gov

Announcing the December
Veterinary Clinic!
December 3 - December 7
The Nome Animal House will be hosting Gil Van Sciver, DVM
to offer veterinary services inlcuding (but not limited to):
Spay/neuter surgeries, dental cleaning and extractions, lumpectomies, health/wellness exams, vaccines, and emergency services.
***New - Spay/Neuter Voucher Applications are now
available!*** Thanks to PAWS of Nome and Dr. Van Sciver.
Please give us a call or stop by to pick up an application and see
if you qualify. Low income families only.
Please call us to schedule an appointment for your pet.
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 10am-2pm, Sun Closed
Call: (907)443-2490
Thanks!
Nome Animal House
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Two men charged on assaults
of incapacitated victims
By Sandra L. Medearis
Jacob Harold Bloodgood is facing
one charge of sexual assault in the
second degree, according to court
records signed by District Attorney
John Earthman.
A grand jury meeting Nov. 21
charged that Bloodgood, 26, engaged
in sexual penetration of a person on
June 23 who Bloodgood knew was
incapacitated or unaware that a sex
act was going on. District Attorney
John Earthman signed the indictment
filed in Nome Second District Criminal Court on Nov. 21.
Sex Assault Second Degree is a
Class B felony.
Bloodgood, who appeared for
Felony First Appearance on Nov. 24
was slated to appear in court for arraignment on Nov. 27. Bloodgood
was in custody at Anvil Mountain
Correctional Center.
Tommy Richard Stasenko
In an unrelated case, Tommy
Richard Stasenko is facing two

charges of sex assault, according to
a document signed by Assistant District Attorney Thomas Jamgochian.
The grand jury on Nov. 21
charged Stasenko, 31, on sexual assault in the second degree, a Class B
felony, that he engaged in sexual
penetration April 28 with a person
who Stasenko knew was unaware
that a sex act was being committed,
according to the indictment filed in
Nome Second District Criminal Superior Court on Nov. 21.
The grand jury also charged
Stasenko with a second count in the
indictment—Sex Assault Third Degree, sexual contact with a person
who Stasenko knew was unaware
that a sex act was being committed,
all of which constitutes a Class C
felony.
Stasenko was slated to appear for
arraignment on Nov. 27. Stasenko remained in custody at Anvil Mountain
Correctional Center according to
court records.

For news anytime, find us online at

www.nomenugget.net

Antonios Greek Bakery
3020 Minnesota Drive 19A, Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Call 907 646-1090

Winter Greek Cookie Special!!! $120

NOME KENNEL CLUB
2018 ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday, December 6, 2018, 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018

(80 assorted Greek cookies, 20 pieces Baklava)
Freshly made in Anchorage Alaska

FREE shipping USP

The Firemen’s
Carnival is
Saturday, Dec. 1
Doors open at 7 p.m. at
the Nome Rec Center
2018 raffle prizes include:
1.
2.

Outside group tables or booths:
Fry bread and darts
Fish pond, cake walk, coats,
hair color
3. Girl Scouts 342:
Snow cones
4. Swim Team:
Candy wheel
5. NEA:
Nachos and pretzels
6. Charter School:
Pop and pulled pork
7. NBHS and MS wrestlers: Ring Toss
8. Rotary:
Duck race, barbeque ribs
9. ASEA
Water, popcorn, juice, candy
10. Pentecostal Church Youth:
Homemade cookies and pies
11. Lutheran Church Youth:
Cotton Candy

1. Close-up, NBHS:
2. Nome Pre-School:

2019 Snow Mobile
Two round trip Alaska Airlines tickets
- Donated By Alaska Airlines
3. 1 ounce of Gold - Donated by Arctic sea Mining
4. 100 gallons of Gasoline - Donated by Bonanza Fuel
5. 100 gallons of heating fuel - Donated by Crowley Fuel
6. 65” Flat Screen TV - Donated by Lynden Air Cargo
7. $500.00 Local shopping spree - Donated by Lynden Air Cargo
8. Two round trip tickets on Bering Air - Donated by Bering Air
9. $300.00 free freight Anchorage to Nome
- Donated by Northern Air Cargo
10. Dewalt 5 piece combo pack - Donated by Grizzly Building Supply

Games
& Prizes for
the entire
family!

Drawing held at 12 midnight at the Carnival, Dec 1, 2018 (Permit#18-0015) Need not be present to win.
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Volunteers continue to search for Lincoln “Mike” Simon

By Diana Haecker
Volunteers from across the Bering
Strait region and beyond traveled to
White Mountain to continue the
search for Lincoln “Mike” Simon,
63, who broke through the ice on
Sunday Nov. 4. Simon went subsistence fishing at Golovin Bay when
his four-wheeler broke through the
ice. According to searchers, he has
not been found yet.
The Alaska State Troopers officially called off the search on Friday,
Nov. 16 but volunteers continue to
look for Simon’s body.
Jack Adams, the White Mountain
Fire Chief and Search and Rescue
coordinator, said that the search is
ongoing and is intensifying. He said
at any given day there are at least 20
volunteers at the search site, on the
shore of Golovin Bay, where the
four-wheeler broke through the ice.
Initially, travel across the ice from
White Mountain was deemed unsafe
and searchers mostly came from
Golovin by airboat, helicopter and
snowmachine to look for Simon.
Donny Olson shuttled searchers per
helicopter from Golovin to the
search site. Now, Adams said, the ice
is deemed safe enough and searchers

from White Mountain joined.
Adams said the four-wheeler was
found several hundred yards away
from where Simon seemed to have
gone through the ice. A storm surge
had pushed the ATV towards the
shore of Golovin Bay. Adams said
the volunteer searchers covered a big
area to find Simon. Searchers from
Bethel came with ROV underwater
cameras to search under the ice.
Joseph Akeya came from Gambell,
trying to dive in order to find Simon.
According to Adams, the breathing
apparatus froze up and he could not
safely dive. Searchers came from
Kotzebue as well. On Monday, three
volunteers arrived from Elim, two
more were expected to arrive from
Koyuk. Shaktoolik had sent three
searchers. People donated food and
Adams said, they just finished cutting up a caribou that was donated to
feed the volunteers. The Nome Lions
Club donated 1,600 pounds of food
and Ravn flew it to White Mountain.
Adams said that most of the food
preparation is done at the Native Village of White Mountain building and
if people wish to donate food items it
should be sent there.

Photo by David Akeya
DIVER — Joseph Akeya dons his
dive suit before he and other Gambell residents left for White Mountain to assist in the search for
Lincoln Simon.
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the ‘optimum yield ranges.’ They
also have to define essential fish
habitat, which is where the juveniles
are, where the eggs are, where the
spawning is. They have to specify
criteria for identifying when a stock
is over fished, a term now changed
to “depleted,” acknowledging that
some stocks just go down naturally.
They also have to spell out how to
minimize bycatch, how to minimize
death or injury of bycatch when it
can’t be avoided. And they have to
specify annual catch limits. Those
catch limits are what the scientific
committee that I serve on for the
Council determines in a couple
weeks in Anchorage. We will set all
the catch quotes for all these federally managed fisheries off Alaska,”
Mueter said.
The Scientific and Statistical
Committee, of which Mueter is a
member, collects the data that goes
to people in Juneau and Seattle who
do a stock assessment. “That’s basically counting fish,” he said. Once
the stock assessments come in
there’s an in house review at the
Alaska Fisheries Center. Then they
meet in Plan Teams in September
and go over all the stock assessments
for all the stocks in the region. There
is a Plan Team for the Bering Sea, a
Plan Team for the Gulf of Alaska.
They review all the stock assessments, ask some questions, then the
recommend an initial ABC, which is
Available Biological Catch, and an
overfishing limit.
“This is a public process and anybody can go to these meetings and
participate and ask questions,” said
Mueter. “Industry guys come in with

their paid consultants and look at the
assessments. Then the Plan Team’s
initial recommendation goes to the
council. That goes to what’s called
the advisory panel, and the Scientific
and Statistical Committee, which is
eighteen scientists. It’s both social
scientists and natural scientists.”
The Scientific and Statistical
Committee sets the Allowable Biological Catch. This specifies how
much can be caught at most, and the
Advisory Panel basically divides up
the pie. They both make recommendations to the council and again there
is public input at all these stages. The
council then sets the final TAC, the
Total Allowable Catch. It can be as
high as the ABC, set by the Scientific
and Statistical Committee but cannot
exceed that. “They often will reduce
that for a number of reasons,” he
said. “All that is heavily reviewed
and heavy on public input.”
The main data sources that go into
an assessment are from surveys.
There’s a bottom trawl survey in the
Bering Sea, as well as in the Gulf.
And then there are other ecosystem
surveys. The other source of data is
catch data, landings data that’s reported and the catch data provided
by onboard observers. These onboard observers also monitor things
like bycatch, what else is caught on
the boat and which have to be thrown
overboard and what can be kept.
They collect biological information
on length, weight, sex, ages of both
target species and bycatch species.
They document other biological information as needed by the regulatory process.
“Counting fish is just like count-

ing trees in the forest. Except that
you can’t see them and they move
around a lot. So it’s challenging to
estimate how many fish are in the
ocean,” said Mueter. “So the basis is
the trawl survey that is done every
year on the Bering Sea shelf. There
are other surveys as well. There are
surveys looking at the prey base,
what’s available for prey. There are
surface trawls, there are seabird and
mammal observers on board, and
there are bottom trawls. “So we basically sample the entire ecosystem.
These are all mostly NOAA surveys.”
How many fish are there at each
age? The fish are taken to the lab
where they are aged and then there’s
an estimate how many fish there are
at each age. This is important because the scientists can estimate how
strong each year is. The total fish and
the age composition are key.
Maturity samples are taken.
That’s to estimate the total spawning
biomass. “You take how many females there are so you know how
many are there at each age and what
proportion are mature. Then you can
estimate spawning biomass.” Natural mortality is one of the hardest
things to estimate, he said.
“So all of that information, anything you know about the fish biology, and the growth and mortality
processes feed into a computer
model that spits out information
about how many fish there were in
the past and it does forecasts for future biomass and you can use that to
run simulations under different scenarios,” Mueter said.
A lot of acronyms are used in the

Photo by Tom Vaden
NOME DONATIONS (top)—The Bering Sea Lions Club organized a
load of donations to be flown by Ravn from Nome to White Mountain to
help feed volunteers who still search for Lincoln “Mike” Simon.

process of managing fish. Maximum
Sustainable Yield is MSY. The OverFishing Limit is OFL. “That’s a hard
cap we can’t ever exceed,” said
Mueter. Allowable Biological Catch,
ABC, is set below the OFL. Then
there’s the Total Allowable Catch,
which is set by the council. It has to
be below the ABC.
“For most ground fish we know
that if you reduce the population to
about 40 percent or so that maxi-

mizes their productivity,” said
Mueter. “This gives us the most bang
for our buck. The fish grow fast because there’s more food. Because of
that the council decided to reduce the
rate at which you harvest when the
biomass drops below that 40 percent
level.”
“In 2017 there were 1.3 million
tons of Pollock. That’s distributed
continued on page 16
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• Ordinance fails
continued from page 1
NSEDC annual Community Benefit
Share of $167,000 for improvements
to public safety. Councilwoman
Reader commented that those funds
were distributed to Nome’s nonprofit organizations in the past as
they have seen city contributions to
their causes shrink. Handeland suggested that for the city public safety
is the number one priority and that it
could use the funds to go towards
improvements at this time. Reader
made a motion to allow organizations, including City departments, to
submit letters of request for a share

• City advisory panel

of the NSEDC funds, for the Council
to decide how to divvy it up. The
motion carried.
Acting City Manager Handeland
also reported that the body cams for
Nome Police officers have arrived
and he hopes to implement their use
for the first of the New Year.
Handeland also informed the
Council that he has changed the police complaint form to a citizen concern and comment form. He said
prior reports were submitted to the
Chief of Police. This has now
changed. Reports are now submitted
to Handeland and a small committee
of trusted individuals, Sharon Sparks

and Pastor Charles Brower, “who
also share the desire and attitude they
want Nome to be a good, safe and
better place,” Handeland said.
“Together we will review the reports, insuring that no one feels they
are being swept under the rug,” he
said.
In personnel changes he noted:
David Barron is now acting building
inspector; two police dispatchers
have quit; one new investigator,
Robert Pruckner was hired, and Paul
Kosto was hired to work as a part
time temporary evidence custodian
at NPD.

caught in the Bering Sea,” said
Mueter. “There’s a two million ton
cap that’s been put on removal from
the Bering Sea of all ground fish
combined. You can’t go above that.
That’s been a very effective way of
reducing the overall harvest rate
from the Bering Sea, to leave more
biomass in the water.”
“The globally increasing number
and duration of marine heat waves
will be a challenge from the ecosystem perspective,” said Mueter.
“We’re not the only ones seeing that.
They are longer and more frequent
and 2016 was the highest in the
Bering Sea and in the Gulf. And it’s
been warmer since then. When we
started seeing the “Blob” there were
murre die-offs, there were marine
mammal mortalities, there were
harmful algae blooms throughout to
the Western Aleutians even. There
was a lack of forage fish. There was
a lack of winter ice. They caught a
bowhead off St. Lawrence Island in
January 2017. The open water stays
longer. The fish stocks looked generally healthy but there was a northward shift. We did see continuing

negative effects on ground fish.
Salmon production was poor, seabird
biological success was poor. In the
2017 we saw a drastic decline in the
Pacific cod biomass. That led us to
reduce the allowable biological catch
and ultimately to reduce the TAC by
eighty percent. So that was a big
blow to fishermen, particularly in
Kodiak.”
“In the Bering Sea that year the
heat wave continued. Pollock and
Pacific cod had moved into the
Northern Bering Sea. In 2018 a new
heat wave is forming in the Bering
Sea. It’s going to get warm again. So
we did an emergency trawl. We
found no cold pool, it was gone entirely. There was a relatively weak
and delayed bloom, poor zooplankton. There were seabird die-offs as
well as poor fish conditions and a
high concentration of Pacific cod in
the Northern Bering Sea. The Plan
Team will get an overview of that in
December and we have to decide
what to do with this information. Do
we want to adjust the quota in some
way to account for the ecosystem
changes?”

• Fisheries
continued from page 6
among different groups,” said
Mueter. “Ten percent of the allowable ground fish catch is allocated to
six CDQ groups that are part of the
Western Alaska Community Development Quota Program. One of
those groups is NSEDC. That’s how
communities here benefit from the
Pollock fishery, for example. The
CDQ groups can choose to lease or
fish themselves.”
“Since the mid-90s we’ve also
taken into account ecosystem considerations,” he said. “The goals of
that are three-fold. One is to protect
fish habitat. Minimizing bycatch has
been a goal, and leaving prey for
other species. There are a variety of
tools we can use to do that. We can
close certain areas at certain times, to
minimize bycatch, for example.
There are voluntary rolling hot spots.
The industry polices itself. We can
have gear restrictions to protect habitat.”
“One of the biggest and most important measures that the council has
ever taken, in my mind, is putting an
overall limit on how much can be
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continued from page 1
advisory councils, which can be used
in a mix and match approach to design an advisory panel that Nome
can agree on.
Paul Kosto stepped to the podium
and pointed out that he’s hearing a
lot of discussion going round-andaround but no goal setting. “What
are the goals? Is it victims rights?
Police oversight? Is it going to be a
regulatory body? Or something like
the LEPC? At some point we need to
be drawing up boxes and start bringing people into those boxes. We’re
spinning the wheels,” Kosto said.
John Handeland held up a
notepad, showing a diagram with
boxes. “I think for we need a group
to advise, but for now the council
should be hearing the input,” Handeland said.
“I respectfully disagree,” said Ellanna. “People, were very afraid to
come here. They felt intimidated to
come to the City Council, it’s a very
public place to air some very damaging, very, very painful stuff. This
is not the appropriate place to hear
these things,” she said.
She made the case for a complementary committee to the council
that would function in privacy, outside the public eye. The panel then
would examine whether those particular incidents arose out of police
misconduct, or could be countered
with policy changes.This could be a
complimentary committee to the
council.
“This would remove the intimidation that people feel coming into this
very public space,” she said. “Until
recently this was a circle of white
men,” she pointed out. “That is very
intimidating to me as an Alaska Native woman. I’m not going to share
traumatic things that have happened
to me with a circle of white men.
That’s just a fact. I think we have an
opportunity to create an intermediary

body to hear those very personal accounts.” She said it would work in an
advisory capacity to make possible
policy review suggestions or recommendations for examination of possible misconduct. “The point is to
remove the level of intimidation and
the relationship is strained, very
strained that the public has with our
public safety,” Ellanna said.
Discussion then touched on the
reluctance of police chiefs to have
lay people as an oversight committee. Councilman Doug Johnson
pointed out that oversight is institutionalized as the city manager has
oversight powers over NPD Chief.
Keith Morrison got up and vented his
frustration that things don’t progress
despite the effort of the group that
has brought solutions, suggestions,
leads and alternatives to the table. “It
seems we’re always under the clock,
always rushing. We have to create
other spaces to have different conversations,” he said. Councilmember
Brown bristled at the suggestion that
the council is not acting. “This
process has been going a lot slower
than I imagined,” Brown said. He
said he is in full agreement to form a
committee modeled after the planning commission. Mark Johnson offered that he felt frustrated that
people came to the council, “and
trusted us to do something and we
passed it on to management at the
time and it was not taken care of.”
In the end, consensus was to form
a panel and to find a facilitator to
usher all involved through the
process of its creation, purpose and
structure. Handeland is to collect a
list of suggestions to pick the best
suited facilitator for the task.
Beneville said the next step
should be a meeting in the near future with the facilitator, council
members and the public.
The meeting is to be publicly announced.

